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pi^piCNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Ibemational application No. 

INTERNATIONAL P^^ONARY EXAMINATION Rli^UKi p^^^ / SEOO/00853 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as ori^nally filed 



the description: 
pages 1-5 
pages 



, as ori^nally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pj^ggg , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

pages ^ 

pages 

pages 

pages 2 ' ^^^^ 22 ■ 05 ■ 2001 



, as ori^nally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under article 19 

, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 

^ / - , as originally filed 

pages 1/1 • / . 

T . filed with the demand 



pages 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



pages 



, as ori^nally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages y filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. t • u u- w 
These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language engllsH whicn is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
I — I the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
' — ' or55.3y 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

[ I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I [ furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I — I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
— intemational aoDlication as filed has been fijmished. . . . . r^- u 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the wntten sequence Ustmg has 
been furnished. 

4. 1 I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheet/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) tiie amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in tiie Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2 (c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed*' and are annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 
and70J7). 

*♦ Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V, Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



YES 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-3 ^ 

Claims NO 

YT* ^ 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1-3 „ 



Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 -3 



Claims 



NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

From US 5699528 is known a method of the kind stated in the 
preamble of claim 1 comprising a computer system with a data 
base arranged to contain electronic mail adresses. The 
computer system sends mail items to the adressees having 
electronic mail adresses and physical mails to adressees that 
have not answered the electronic mail. 

The known method lack a computer system with a data base 
containing electronic mail adresses of adressees who have 
expressed a wish to receive electronic mail and that sorts out 
as physical mail remaining adressees to which mail items shall 
be sent, as in the invention. 

As the method in claim 1 in view of the documents cited in the 
ISR is new, is considered to contain an inventive step, and 
also is industrially applicable, the patentability criteria 
are met. 
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CLAIMS 



A method of sending mail by means of electronic 
mail, wherein a sender (1) supplies information as to the 
mail volume to be sent, such as addressees (3) and mail con- 
tents, on data media to a receiver (2) who shall send, the 
mail to the addressees, characterised by feeding the contents 
of said data media into a computer system {4), which computer- 
system has a database (5) , which is arranged to contain the 
electronic mail addresses of addressees who have expressed a 
wish to receive electronic mail causing the computer system 
(4) to send the mail items concerned by electronic mail to 
addressees that have an electronic mail address; causing the- 
computer system (4) to sort out as physical mail (6) remain- 
ing addressees to which mail items shall be sent; and upon 
expiration of a predetermined time period from when unan- 
swered electronic mail was sent causing the computer system 
(4) to sort out such addressees (3) for the purpose of send- 
ing a mail item by physical mail . 

2- A method according to Claim l, characterised in that 

the database (5) is caused to contain physical addressee to 
the addressees , 



3- A method according to Claim l or 2, characterised by 

causing the computer system (4) to receive from the sender 
information relating to those addressees who have answered 
their mail . 
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